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To be sure, the Emperor likes to talk with him, but
it is only to draw out his stupid, bragging chatter."
September 1 of the same year: " Rohan is always the
same; yet nearly all our women, young and old,
pretty or plain, are none the less fascinated by this
extravagant and ridiculous villain." May 15, 1773:
" The sooner Rohan is recalled, the better pleased
I shall be. He is unendurable," And in July:
" There is no need of hoping for any change in the
conduct of the Prince de Rohan. He is incorrigible,
and his servants, the rascals, are just like their
worthless master. They corrupt my people, exactly
as their master corrupts the nobility. Their inso-
lence goes to the wildest excesses and fills my sub-
jects with indignation."

It was during his embassy in Vienna that Rohan
lost the friendship of Marie Antoinette. One evening,
Madame Du Barry read aloud, at the King's supper-
table, in the Dauphin's presence, a letter in which
the Ambassador described the Empress Maria Theresa
as holding in one hand a handkerchief with which to
wipe away the tears she was shedding over the woes
of Poland, while in the other she was holding a
sword wherewith to divide that unfortunate country.
The letter, which was a confidential one, had been
written, not to Madame Du Barry, but to the Duke
of Aiguillon. Marie Antoinette, however,. thought
that it was written to the Countess, and could not
forgive the Ambassador for choosing such a corre-
spondent or for presuming to criticise Maria Theresa.